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dangerous rupture of the European balance of power/'
Sazonov had telegraphed. Poincare agreed. Several steps
which he took on July 30, and page after page of his mem-
oirs, indicate that henceforth his great aim was to get
England definitely to announce that she would give France
armed support.
Early on the morning of July 30 Paul Cambon in Lon-
don was informed of Sazonov's telegram indicating war as
imminent and of the French reply to it. Cambon was in-
structed to tell Grey, and remind him of the letters ex-
changed in 1912, by which each had agreed, if peace was
threatened, immediately to discuss with the other whether
both Governments should act together, and, if so, what
measures they would be prepared to take in common.10
Cambon was also to furnish Grey with a long list of mili-
tary preparations which Germany was alleged to have made,
"showing that the German military preparations were more
advanced and more on the offensive upon the frontier than
anything France had yet done.'3 It was to let Grey "see
that though France was resolute, it was not she who was
taking aggressive measures/' u
But when M. Cambon reminded Sir Edward Grey of
the 1912 exchange of letters, and "said that the peace
of Europe was never more seriously threatened than
now," he met with disappointment. Though he acted with
extreme caution and tact, not asking Grey to say directly
that England would intervene, but only what he would
do in certain circumstances, such as an aggression by Ger-
many on France, Sir Edward would only say he would see
iopoincarf,-IV, 386; Grey, I, 94-96, 328-331.
11 B.D., 319 and enclosure. This was only one of several similar docu-
ments, exaggerating German military preparations and frontier aggressions,
and minimizing those of France, which Cambon furnished to Grey during
these critical days when Poincare was trying to get from England a defi-
nite promise of support; cf. B.D., 338, 364, 473; Poincare, IV, 435. For
doubt as to their accuracy, see the analysis of the French General Staff
History of the War by Montgolas, in KSP, V, 1206-1220, Dec., 1927. .